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Trade in Ideas Program: Discussion of Financing Strategy
5th meeting of the Informal Team of the Trade in Ideas Program 
on the invitation of Peru
OCTOBER 30, 2020

ESKIL ULLBERG, PHD, DIRECTOR TRADE IN IDEAS PROGRAM AND ADJ. PROF. GMU
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Agenda
u 1. Introduction

u 2. Coordination – participation
u 3. Projects by country – interests

u 4. Financing strategy – discussion
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1. Introduction
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A New 
Economic

Development
Policy

u Leverage the human capital formation of developing
nations through markets in patents
u A market in developing and using new technology
u Markets -> Specialization - > Productivity & Growth

u Reduce risk and uncertainty for developing country (and 
other) inventors
u Individuals, small teams, universities, firms, MNC; 100s 

of millions of highly educated people in the South
u 11% IA, 7% goods, 3.5% finance

u An institutional issue
u Mechanism missing or weak: Inventing –> patenting 

–> licensing to world markets for tech & funds
u Field experiment at bilateral and poly-lateral levels

to identify real problems
u A level playing field to improve terms of trade

(export/import prices)
u Finance and economic environment
u Trade Area Prices tells inventors where to specialize
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Greatest gains 
from trade

u Greatest gain from trade is adopting new 
technology (productivity, comparative advantage)

u Weak investments today but much of trade driven 
by investment

u Investment in trade in ideas: new technology, trade 
in ideas

u Market in ideas play key role in productivity growth 
u Trade in ideas a “distribution mechanism” through 

markets North - South

u Growth often very “asymmetric” in new technology, 
but will spread to other sectors: policy makers must 
accept inventor profits
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Benefits

u Technology cooperation
u The program allows inventors to engage in major 

risky, leading edge technology developments, in 
cooperation with others. 

u A long-term effect is more productive 
economic system
u Source of revenues and jobs (economics)
u IP-intensive jobs pays 40%+ more, 30%+ of new 

jobs (EUIPO, 2019), 40% of traded goods IP (USPTO)
u Creates capabilities in technology and jobs, 

which in turn create wealth
u The program is a creator of financial resources 

rather than just a consumer
u Foreign policy advantage: Impact on the 

regional and world scene
u An instrument of national policy in international 

affairs
u Competition between nations’ inventors may also 

attract good people to the program
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A forward -
looking 

agenda

u A forward-looking economy on trade in ideas, not 
only trade in goods and services (patent/IP-
intense, digital)

u Significant research and technology development 
– regional collaboration needed

u Post-covide world – more local production, 
services – opens for trading productive technology

u We need to better integrate the patent system into 
the trade system through a new agreement on 
trade in ideas

u A new “Doha” agenda item?
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The Trade in Ideas Concept Summary

Markets in 
Patent

Licensing
and 

Transfers

- Mutually Assured Destruction
+ Sharing transactions
+ Marginal transactions
- Systemic abuse

Creative

culture

Technology

Sovereignnations

Open access
governance

WTO

Trade rules

Incentives

Cooperative
strategies

Gains from

specialization
Productivity

growth in tech

Personal and 
impersonal
exchange in 
human ideas

© E. Ullberg, E. Phelps 2018

Patent
Systems Economic

growth

8



10/30/20

5

Overview of program

Knowledge base

Trade theory

Policy input

Research program by themes, 
projects, tech-hub

Field experiments 3-4 regions; 
market test; learning

Artificial intelligence to analyze 
patterns of trade in ideas

Improved terms of trade 
(export/import prices on 
patented technology)

Trade principles/rules 
for a level playing field 
for developing nations

Leverage the human capital 
formation of developing nations 
through markets in patents

• Statistics theory 2019 • ”Honor the inventor”
• Ministerial discussions in 5 

countries

• Trade in Ideas, 
book, Springer, 2012

• Pilot-study, 2017/18
• Data on licensing 2018
• HCF and patenting 2017
• Concept notes 2017-2019

• Training workshop 2019

• Regional workshop 2020

• UN 2nd Comm., 2012
• ECOSOC, 2013

Resources:

• Informal Team 2019 • WTO, 2017 • WTO Presentations 2017-2019

• Statistics POC 2019/20

1 2 3Applied research Policy Practical results

9

2. Coordination
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Organization of program
INFORMAL TEAM OF WTO MEMBERS AND PROJECT TEAMS OF RESEARCHERS 
EVERY PARTICIPANTS MUST BE PART OF THE COORDINATING INFORMAL TEAM; SHARE FINDINGS

Informal Team of 
WTO members

Development 
and 
management

Project Teams of
Researchers 
inventors

Inventors
markets

Financing #2
Financing #1

Country led, 

Cross learning

Technology focus: 

Food, Energy, ICT, +  

Special
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Informal team

Pilot-Study Countries Date joined
u Peru (”founding member”) 30/9/2019
u Uganda(LDC) 2/10/2019
u Azerbaijan 3/10/2019
u South-Africa _________
u Chile (by INAPI) 4/10/2019
u El Salvador _________
u Kenya _________

New Countries Date joined
u Cameroon 23/10/2020
u Côte d’Ivoire _________
u Mexico? _________
u Colombia? _________
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3. Themes and 
projects by 
interest
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From Pilot study to Full Program: Results

u Efficient Mechanisms
u How patent markets actually work, why they work/don’t work; 
u Order of importance: awareness, functioning of market, finance, economics

u Statistics
u Price = Value -> ROA, Terms of Trade, Trade area Prices; Trade in Ideas in BoP

u Cooperative trade rules
u 3-4 Field experiments

u Educating the future generation
u Management, Policy making

u Coordinated through the Informal Team and Project Teams
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The Trade in Ideas Program: Discussion 2020-09-27 (2) Country led (3) Time/Phase  & (4) Projects by theme

(1) Themes Projects/theme Pgm Mgmt I. Pilot-phase  ---> Start-up Phase ---> Establishment  --->Institutional development(9) Goal achievement
Informal team Economic Potential (2017-2019) Start-up Phase: Infrastructure to trade Establish program: deliver policy inputTransforming WTO

Policy alignment and coodination; 
informal team 19 X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X Measures Results
1. Efficient market mechanisms 9 X X X X X X X X X
2. Statistics for trade in ideas 9 X X X X X X X X X
3. Trade principles/rules and field experiments 7 X X X X X X X X X
4. Educating the next generation 6 X X X X X X
Internal (nationl), external (regional, international) or mixed issues Internal issues Internal issues Mixed External issues Mixed External External

(5) Economic Area
(6) Sovereign 
Nation State

Representatives in 
"The Informal Team 
of the Trade in 
Ideas Program" at 
WTO Po

lic
y 

al
ig

nm
en

t &
co

or
di

na
tio

n 
at

 
W

TO
Te

ch
ni

ca
l m

ee
tin

gs
, c

oo
rd

in
at

io
n 

of
 

ac
tiv

iti
es

Ex
pr

es
si

on
 o

f i
nt

er
es

t i
n 

pr
og

ra
m

A
. P

ilo
t-

pr
oj

ec
t

A
1.

 P
ilo

t+
, C

on
ti

nu
ed

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
of

 
pa

te
nt

 li
ce

ns
in

g 
pr

ac
ti

ce
s 

an
d 

da
ta

 
co

lle
ct

io
n;

 w
or

ks
ho

p;
 "

ne
xt

 s
te

ps
"

B
. S

ta
ti

st
ic

s

B
1.

 P
ro

of
-o

f-
co

nc
ep

t

C.
 O

ut
re

ac
h 

re
gi

on

D
. T

ra
in

in
g 

W
or

ks
ho

p

E.
 A

ss
ig

n 
ta

sk
 f

or
ce

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
 n

at
io

na
l 

te
am

, s
ec

ur
e 

fu
nd

in
g

A
1.

 P
ilo

t+
, C

on
ti

nu
ed

 in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
of

 
pa

te
nt

 li
ce

ns
in

g 
pr

ac
ti

ce
s 

an
d 

da
ta

 
co

lle
ct

io
n

F.
 T

ec
h 

H
ub

 s
ta

rt
-u

p 
an

d 
in

ve
nt

or
 

co
m

m
un

it
y 

bu
ild

in
g

B
2.

 F
ul

l-
sc

al
e 

te
st

 o
f 

st
at

is
ti

cs

F.
 R

eg
io

na
l w

or
ks

ho
p

G
. F

ie
ld

 E
xp

er
im

en
t

H.
 S

ha
re

d 
da

ta
ba

se
 fo

r r
es

ul
ts

I. 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l s

ta
tis

tic
s 

di
sc

us
si

on

J. 
Ed

uc
at

io
n 

pr
og

ra
m

 o
ut

lin
e

K.
 In

st
itu

te
 w

ith
 in

ve
nt

or
s,

 a
ca

de
m

ia
M

ar
ke

t o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n

Te
ch

 H
ub

Po
lic

y 
an

al
ys

is
 c

ro
ss

 re
gi

on
s

St
at

is
tic

al
 s

ta
nd

ar
ds

 u
pd

at
e

J.
 E

du
ca

ti
on

 p
ro

gr
am

Re
gi

on
al

 A
gr

ee
m

en
t o

n 
Tr

ad
e 

in
 Id

ea
s 

G
re

ne
ra

l A
gr

ee
m

en
t o

n 
Tr

ad
e 

in
 Id

ea
s 

WTO Memberstates Coordination at WTO/8-16 nations 8 1 23 7 3 1 1 1 1 2 7 2 3 9 6 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

(7) projects by country
Pacific Alliance Peru* Couns. C. Melgar x x x x x x p d d d w p d d d
PA Chile Couns. Martin Correa x x x d d d

Colombia Couns. Manuel Chacon x d d
Mexico Couns. Alicia Goujon x d d

East African Community Uganda N/A x x x d
EAC Kenya Couns. Sospeter Ngoya (p) d x x d d d d d d
(save alot of recources together, learning from each other in a more rapid way, cross-border , joint projects, more acceptible, resource mobilization)Rwanda Couns. Edouard Bizumuremyie x d d
(IP office are also working together, policies on IP)South Soudan x

Tanzania x
Burundi x

ECOWAS (15): WAEMU/UEMOA(8)Cote d'Ivoire Couns. Mark Loba (i) x d d d
Economic Cooperation of Benin x
West African States Burkina Faso x
West African Economic Niger Couns. Zakari
Monetary Union Bissau Guinea, Mali, Senegal, Togo

ECCAS Cameroon Count. Juton (Achille Mendouke)(i) x d d

Sao Tome and Principie x

Individual countries Azerbaijan Count. S. Mardaliyev x x x (d) d
South Africa Couns. x x (d)
El Salvador Couns. Diana Hasbun x (x) d
Oman Couns. Hilda Al-Hinai (p) x (p) x d d
Thailand x
Vietnamn x
Mongolia x d
North Macedonia x

100 countries have expressed intereat at level of information, including 20 developed countries
(8) Budget plan 000´
National funding x x x x x x x x x
Regional funding x x x x x x x x x x x x x
International funding x x x

Information request from countriesAbout 80+ Total interest about 100
Ledger: i=interest, d=discussing, p=planning (funding OK), w=working on, x=done

PA: Pacific alliance
EAC: East African
ECCAS: Central Africa 
ECOWAS: West African

Peru, Chile, Colombia, Mexico
Kenya, Uganda
Cameroon
Côte d’Ivoire
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Discussion

u #1 Development and coordination
u #2 Projects by themes:  Start-up Phase

u 1. Efficient markets; TechHubs to reduce risk 
and uncertainty in the patent market

u 2. Statistics to measure trade flows
u 3. Field experiment at regional levels

u Project themes: Expansion
u 4. Above and Education

u Next time: Dec 10, 2020
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Thank you

u Eskil@ullberg.biz
u @EskilUllberg
u www.tradeinideas.com
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